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5 years in business and 13 years
fhaving Skateboard Inspired Art
ows. This is deep ya/ll this isn’t

oincidence. Skateboarding is
, and this art show is how we
ne together and collaborate as
unity to celebrate the art
rateboarding and all the visual
L1 gible art that influences it
nd is influenced by it. SO MUCH
B goes out to all the people who

out to the art show, YOU make this

ne of the most difficult things

for me to do is to write a concise,
blanket description about Fargo
Skateboarding. It always sounds
like this to me... “Fargo Skateboard-
ing is a skateshop and a 10,000
square foot indoor skatepark locat-
ed in downtown Dekalb inside the
historic Fargo Theatre. Built and
run by skaters, for skaters, Fargo
provides a year-round skateboard-
ing experience, a great selection of
skateboards, skateboarding appar-
el, and specializes in skateboarding
lessons and classes. Skateboarding,
skateboarding, skateboarding,
skateboarding.....” So yeah, Fargo
is all things skateboarding. Our
company name is actually “Skate-
board Love LLC”, and the reason I
called it that was everything that
we do will be in the name of love
for skateboarding. All things we
do, and decisions made, will be for
the benefit of our community and
to make skateboarding in Northern
Illinois better.

Something that I think a lot of peo-
ple can relate to as they get older,
is when you look back on your

life, it almost feels as though it’s
multiple lifetimes. You can think of
times of your life as different eras.
Trying to write about the history

of the skateshop is like recalling

a dream (or nightmare) that you
can’t remember all the details, but
you can remember how it made you
feel. As amazing and beautiful as
everything is now, it took a lot of
failing and mistakes to get to where
we’re at today. Different people
have come and gone, there have
been broken hearts, hurt feelings,
and burned bridges along the

way. Despite the struggles, a lot of
beautiful, lucky, and serendipitous
things have come to fruition since
the skate shop has opened in 2007.
I am beyond grateful for the crew
we have today, I feel blessed to be
surrounded by the best humans and
most talented skateboarders on the
planet. I like to think if something
is real, if it is really meant to be, it
is unfuckwithable. Our foundation
has been built, we are here, and I'm
really proud of what we have and
where we’re going.
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SPECIAL EVENT SESSIONS
Ladies NiﬂM’ The 2nd Sunday of every month 6pm-8pm
(30+) Oldtwers The 2nd Sunday of every month 9am-12pm
Oueer NigH' The last Sunday of every month 6pm-9pm
boﬂmnwe Saturdays 10am-12pm

CLASSES (Sign up required)

b&givm&rs Mondays 4pm-6pm and Saturdays 9am-10am
ntermedte Tuesdays 4pm-6pm

Kdvanced Tuesdays 6pm-7pm
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About Fargo and the Art Show by Ariel

Classes and Sessions

Magazine Contents

Featured Artist Bio’s

Jenny’s Famous Tamales

Music from the Gallery

Bands Playing at the Art Show
Ads/Merch

Coloring Book Pages by Kittens of Industry
Tea Time with Featured Artists

Skate Photos at Fargo by Jon Glass
Fargonian Interviews, with Drawings by
Chloe Topf and Photos by Jon Glass
Made in the Midwest



44 aime Torraco, a.k.a. Kittens of
Industry, currently lives and

arts in DeKalb, IL and is a tattooer
at 6 Finger Tattoo in Rockford, IL.
She is also an active artist with
317 Art Collective, and a member
of world famous experimental
musical outfit, BOINGdweeby! Kit-
tens of Industry has been spewing
out technicolor cartoons since
the Dawn Of Time, and plans to
continue illustrating naughty little
animals on people, walls, and other
surfaces until her hands fall off.
Kittens loves animals, nature, rain-
bows, and all manner of surrealistic
subject matter, having cultivated
a signature style that has people
falling to their knees and going out
of their d *mn minds {we swear...}
Kittens of Industry is only one per-
son {ok, but I contain multitudes?!}
with a vast variety of influences
and a love for DIY.

Hey!
We hﬂovll&c.k Us ou.’—l
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Kittens of Industry has worked as
a graphic designer, illustrator, and
muralist, and has been showing

in gallery shows for ten years so
far. If you’'re sick of reality, Kittens
of Industry has a funny lil fantasy
world, just for you!

Kittens of Industry works mainly
in acrylic paints on wood, with the
occasional foray into digital art and
design. Kittens of Industry loves
Fargo Skateboarding, and extends
many thanks for this opportunity,
even though she can’t skate and
doesn’t want to fall over and crunch
her drawing hand...Kittens of In-
dustry doesn’t usually speak in the
third person.

Thanks for taking time to read
about and look at my artwork!”

Follow my art adventures on
instagram: @kittensofindustry

(43 Hello. This is a photo of me.

Idon’t have a huge love for
pineapples, but when looking for a
photo of myself to put on this page,
I found this. You’re welcome.

My name is Chloe Topf, I am a
student at NIU currently residing in
Dekalb. In my growth as an artist
and designer, I've come to realize
that I like making work that makes
people think, makes people interact,
and most importantly-- makes peo-
ple laugh. Basically, I like making
things that help my viewer to be
present. Atleast for a moment.

I try to work across mediums and
look forward to being challenged. I
feel I make the best work in some of
the most uncomfortable situations
that allow me to take risks.

People always ask me what I'm
going to do with my design degree

once I gradutate, and I've started
telling them the truth: ‘I want to do
something fun.” Working with Fargo
has been nothing but that. No mat-
ter what Ariel has going on, when I
walk in that door, she always smiles
and makes me feel like she is genu-
inely happy to see me.

I'm so grateful to have worked with
everyone at Fargo in designing this
Magazine. It’s been really amazing
to be surrounded by such a good
community of kind, helpful, and
generous people. Fargo has a really
special energy about it. Everything
Jjust always works out the best

it could for everyone. I sinceraly
thank all the old friends, and new,
for the time, laughs, and stories
they’ve shared with me. I've loved
every minute of it.”

Check out my weird art on
instagram: @c.topf.a.d
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paced Out, Synthes Up, and Circuit

Bent all the way to the moon ‘n’ back!

The new face of the recording industry,
streamlined, sleek, trimming (most of)
the fat with the record button-of
course there’s some fat in there-

that’s the flavor!

BOINGdweeby condenses all the instru-
ment learning, practicing, song-writ-
ing, editing, drinking, drug-doing, and
dinner-eating into tidy Tuesday night
recording sessions.

BOINGdweeby are: Austin, Helen, Chris,
Jake, Jaq, and Jaime

Boingdweeby.bandcamp.com
IG: @boingdweeby

he sound of a pulsating, hallucino-

genic swamp. You fall in but shortly
there after you're transported to a
celestial dance floor of television static
and cosmic wonder. The anxiety nearly
consumes you before washing it all
away with warm, poppy synth licks and
crunchy rhythms to lift you to where
. you need to be.

energyvision.bandcamp.com

ungry for classic Rock n’ Roll?

These three cool cats may look a lit-
tle mismatched at first glance, but once
they get playin’, there’s no doubt they’re
tighter than pants on Mick Jagger

wells jigsaws all sorts of

samples, seeking to recreate the
sounds of your most recent daydream
about running down a hill faster than
you can pedal your legs. Formerly a
studio project, and currently a fluid
ensemble of friends in Chicago, IL.

Find us on Spotify!
swellssound.bandcamp.com/
IG: @ssswellsss

the Quap Squad Gang;

4 piece quartet formed in Joliet IL

with dance-punk, jazz-rock
influences. Featuring members of Blind
Shrines, Sleepwalk, and the Moraine
Valley Jazz band.

theguapsquadgang.bandcamp.com/releases



D&MV\@&W«&M’ Lab

veryone has been in the lab,

trying tricks for hours on end
until you get it right. Then doing
it all over again because 1 time
doesn’t count. Slamming so hard
most sane people would lay there
and wait for an ambulance to
come. Not us. We get up, maybe
we wipe the dust and blood off and
go for another. Derangement Lab
is derived from over 30 years of
getting up and going for 1 more try
(5 more times) because “Damnit,
I'm landing this one” We've all been
there many times and we will be
there many more. The lab is always
open, we'll see you there. Thanks
for your support.

Instagram:
@derangement_lab

~follow u
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Modest Merch

and screen printed t-shirts &

apparel. For your band, brand,
school, event, business and every-
thing else in between.

This year Modest Merch is live
Screenprinting at Fargo’s Lucky,
Thirteenth Annual Skateboard
inspired art show!

Website:
https://www.modestmerch.com/

Instagram:
@modestmerch
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"Working to make your cell phone
clips better than ever.

Trabayando Fisheye

ilm your friends with a
professional quality fisheye
lens that fits right on your phone!
No bulky / expensive camera gear
needed. Photos below were taken
standing in the exact same spot

with/without the
Trabajando Fisheye.

Website: Instagram:
trabajandoskate.com @trabajandofisheye
@trabajandoskate
@segatronmedia

Mab.com

cebgok and instagram’

Without L&M




COLORING PAGES BY
aftrensolindustry




(38838 TDBose

B8 LUEERA






HEART-TO-HEARTS: W|Kitkons ok Industry+Chloe Topk

Kittens of Industry (KOI): What is
your favorite thing about Dekalb?
Chloe Topf (CT): I think its so cool to
feel and hear the trains roll
through town when I'm trying to fall
asleep at night.
KOI: Who are your top three
visual artists?
CT: I know you said visual, but I am
super interested in the preformance
work done by Marina Abramovic and
Chris Burden. The Happenings and
Post Modernist movements are where
I get most of my inspiration.
KOI: What is your favorite subject
matter to draw or design?
CT: I like working with people and tex-
tures. Whether that’s drawing them,
or using photographs of them.
KOI: Do you have any lucky charms
or superstitions related either to your
skateboarding or your art practice?
CT: I feel like if I can’t focus when I'm
skating, I'll hurt myself. So sometimes
that keeps me from skating. When
it comes to art I wouldn’t say it’s a
superstition, but I don’t like signing
the front of my work.
KOI: What influenced you to go into
the art/design field?
CT: My parents kept telling me they
wanted me to be a dentist. But I was
way more interested in the way my
dad could draw. My dad has had these
two photo-realistic drawings hanging
in his office for as long as I can
~ remember. The older I got, the more I
felt like I could do anything if I was an
Artist. Design was a bonus. I thought
it was just “a way to have a job and
3upport my weird art projects.” I
didn’t know how much I actually loved
it until I started the Visual Communi-
cations program at NIU.

CT: Have you always lived inDekalb?
If not, where did you grow up?

KOI: I grew up in Carol Stream, but I
came to Dekalb for school in 2000, so I
kinda feel like I grew up here in some
way. I've left and came back a few
times. It’s my third time living here, I
got that curse where you touched the
river haha...

CT: How long have you been making
artwork for Fargo’s Annual Skate-
board Inspired Art Show?

KOI: I don’t remember the exact first
year I sent in art to this show, but

I know it was when Fargo was still
SMLTWN skate shop on the other side
of downtown.

CT: Are you a self taught artist

or did you go to art school? What did
you study?

KOI: A little from column A, a little
from column B. I've been doing art
since I was a little kid, practicing my
own way through it, but I also have a
BFA in illustration from NIU and been
to hella art classes in my life before
that. I also had a year long tattooing
apprenticeship, and I think I leaned a
lot about my art in that time as well.
CT: Do you have any superstitions? Or
anything that you do for good luck?
KOI: I usually catch the clock at

11:11 twice a day, and I make a wish
every time.

CT: I didn’t know you were in a band
until I was putting together the con-
tent for this zine! That’s so cool. What
instrument(s) do you play? Or do you
sing? And are you excited to play at
the art show on the 29th?

KOI: Our band started out as friends
jamming where many of us would
switch off on instruments, so there
are songs where I do some tribal

type simple drum beats of occasional
bass riffs, but I mainly sing and play
theremin. I'm not formally trained in
anything musical, so it’s all and exper-
iment to me.
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CHLOE TofF (CT):
AT WHAT AGE DID YOV START
SKATEBOARDING?
Nico Positano (NP):
| starked skating at age 3 or 1 and
I-haven't stopped sinee.

CT: WHEN DID YOU FIRST COME T
FARGO AND WHAT IS YOUR FAVOR-
ITE MEMORY HERE?

NP: | started oow(mg Yo farge when
it was Just ke an open warehouse
Yo homies or pevple that new people
that had access to it hnd yeah,
wAs pretty cool

CT: Do YoV HAVE A SPECIFIC
MOMENT (N YOUR SKATEBOARD-
NG CAREER THAT YOU KNEW YOV
WOVLD NEVER BE ABLE TO PVT
DOWN YOUR BOARD AGAIN?

NP: | ound my love bor

skateboarding when | was Justhang-
ing out with my friends at V\iﬁH' and
having, like, late sessions I Yown and
messin' shit-up, | don't know.

CT: WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE

MUSIC TO LISTEN TO WHILE YOV
SKATE?

NP: 1€ I'm ﬂoing ko skate and lisken
Yo wusie, I'm probably qonna listen to
some Yook And voll. But | usually ke
Just hearing the sound of the board
and everything around me.

CT: WMHAT'S THE BEST PLACE
YOVU'VE TRAVELED TO SKATE?

NP: 1 would say A really

enjoyable place to skate 15 just down
fown, 1 the middle of the street,
through the cars and stulk s just
A redlly cool ('wlinﬂ.

|
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SPoNSORS *

Instagram: @nicovitopositano

it
R/

AGE: 24 Yo

HoMETOWN: St.Chades | JL-

STANCE: Regulos

ond "Pr.‘:\{—?)mﬂs

CT: Do YOV HAVE ANY SUPERSTI-
TIONS WHEN IT COMES TO SKATE-
BOARDING? AND IS THERE ANY-
THING YOV DO FOR 606D LUCk?
NP:Not redlly You don't need much
bo have @ ﬁood hwe on a skateboard,
ks long As you gol' the skateboard
trselt Homies debinitely make it more
fun.

CT: How LONG HAVE YOU BEEN
GOING TS THE ART SHOWS?

DO YOV REMEMEBER THE FIRST
ONE YOV WENT T0?

I don't think Ive beon fo any other
art shows. But | look forward to the
one this \eA.

Faumo Skalehoods




-Fa-rcjo S@kbow& kb

b

" starked 4I4M—'m ot age 5 or | And
I haven't 6h>|7|7&4 5o

| first came out Yo d&lﬂnlb when the
shop was olled SMLTHN, Farge was
Just beginning so 1k was A walk down
the street and | remember there

was A Halloween Party
That was the first event that |
ever attended.

Yoah, | Hhink | kel i love with skate-
boarding when | was just A youngin 1n
the drveway, ('nlling left and Yighl',r

STANCE : Gwﬂ,
SPON SO% E VOmS
RVe A Clothi Cru-lurcs kadeoards,
09" Whals, Mo Gr:P”’Qf&

Branson 3mm\»‘s ond

Instagram: @milazzo_joe

and Just, like, getrhin dirky, down and
dirryhaha . Friends, gp0d bmes,
stayn out late and l?ving able +o do
whatever you wanted at the skate-
pack. bnd Feeling free.

My kavorite musie to listen to

when | skate 15 Bock And E-oll, and
no{'hing but. ks loud A5 you oAn. Just
m\\ﬁ'hmg that wmakes the moment
feel ngH'

| would sy my kavorite place that
IVe ever skated 15 nothing specibic
oity Wise, but 1 would say | like oities
with the most tervam, you know, hills,
and Action, And nvolves speed.

The couple i’h}hﬂé that | need when |
skate 15 dekntely loud music or Just
A qood group ok homios that gets the
fre It

My frst art show was the sth annual art
show, And | remember | drow something
up for Ark olss. | was il n high sehool
and No one: voaly was backin' i Foo wuch
and then henry's wom cme up And bough{'
it and gave me the woney, and | whs like

"Whhhaattt" and then we went out o ent.

It Just-ind ok funny beotuse s shill in

his bathroom and 1 see it stil Yo this day

But yedh, that was the Grst ark show
Hat | went Yo, and we all shredded, 1+
whs, fike, Hillor sossion P-pally qood"

20



~ AGE: 194)o
~ STANCE: Goofy

SPONSORS « Nans Shaes,
QVC A Clothingy, Stante Socks,
and fwaﬁoSlcukbomcL.mﬁ

WOOLEVER
HOMETOWN :Lake inthe Bills

" starked skaking ak 5 or | dlso and
| haven't stopped either.

| starked oow«ing to farge back when
iF was SMLTWN Yoo, and | came

because | heard about the art shows,

and then Mgl wkroduced me to the
skatepark.

$W0&F&Y

| ¥hink | found my love bor skate-
boarding when, Just like going Yo the
skate park and meeting up with all
the triends and skating all the fume.
I just feel like righ{' away | didn't
want to do anything else. Gverything

vlse sucked.

14 say the music | hsten fo when I'm
skateboarding 15 debnikely just lice
vrock and roll loud shit that wakes
e WARNA 4o fast.

| think my favorite places that tve
ever been to skate have probably
been, uh. Seattle 15 redlly sick. They
have so many fram parks and street
spots. hnd | was Actually lucky enough
Yo get 4 Barcelona with Corey and
Yhat was an nmtninﬂ orperience.

| don't think | have any superstitions
when i+ comes Yo elﬁn{'&bonrding. |
Just skateboard. Haha,

| wAs like 13 or some shit. | was
redlly young when | first went to the
art show. Pnd | met Ariel that way
because | gave her some art to put
ik, and we've been triends ever
snce."



FXE-G0's DOING T AGPIN!

"“MADE N

THE MIDWEST”

LAST Years SkaTe CONTESTS:

HALF PIPE, Grom (12 and under)

GAME OF SKATE- Grom, Girl’s, Old man, and Open
HALF PIPE-Women’s, Old Man, and Open () One minute runs

FLAT BAR AND LEDGE- 15 Minute Jams

LAST YEAR's Local VENDORS

Print Boys

Pardon My Thrashing

Goofy
Jessup Griptape
Trabajando

Everyday People Brand

Sk8 Slabs

Character Skateboards

Losing Skateboards
Sk8 Chicago

Weird Society
Pitbull Skateboards
Wassner Art
Muckey

Brother’s Skateboard Co.
Caravan Skateboards

Skeuwep

630 Gas Vintage
Derangment Lab
Creative Free Flow
Reed Wheels

Jax Biss

Coup D’état

Regal Hardware
Sweet Peach Parfait
Komic Kid

Shred Wood
Destruction Wizard
Noah Wandrey
Bums Skate Co.

W T T e B

shVvE THE DATE
NOVEMBER, 28TH zozo

(Small Business Saturday) < Mddison



S6 MUCH LOVE GOES OUT TO ALL OUR SKATEBOARDERS,
ARTISTS, FRIENDS, AND FAMILY WHO CONTINVE TO SVPPORT
FARGO SKATEBOARDING. THANK YOV!

Cover: Joey LoPresti
Writers: Ariel Ries, Chloe Topf,
and Jaime Torraco

Layout Design/Edited by: Chloe Topf
Coloring Page Art: Jaime Torraco
Skate Photographer: Jon Glass
Special thanks to our staff: Addison Millhorn, Jared =
Sommers, Nico Positano;-and Henry Woolever
Release Date: Febrﬁa,ry 29th, 2020




